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TECHNI CAL DETAILS

NAME: Soul

EVENT: The girl who painted birds

REFERENCE: MIM 2024.0289. 0424

DATE: 2024

STORAGE REF: —

TYPOLOGY: puppet / direct manipulation / table-top
HEl GHT: 440 mm ( 1'5" in)

WDTH: 240 mm ( 0'9" in )

LENGTH: 150 nm ( 0'5" in )

VEI GHT: 670 g ( 1.48 Ib)

VATERI ALS

skel eton | polylactic acid

body/vol une | alumnumfoil, paper dough

head | polylactic acid, paper dough

hands | polylactic acid

hair | cardboard tubes

paint | acrylic paint

costune | fabric-reinforced paper

joints | steel rod, synthetic string, polylactic acid

ARTI STS

DIRECTION:. Clara Ribeiro

ART DI RECTI ON: enVi de neFel i bat a
ART CONSULTANT: M gvel Tepes
CREATI ON: enVi de neFel i bat a
COSTUME: Jor dann Sant os

COSTUME SUPPORT: Beatriz Fil oneno

DESCR! PTI ON

The puppet has sone specific elenments that are part of the show
dramaturgy. For exanple, its eyes are painted on stage using a penci
whi ch, throughout the show, represents an association with the
censorship pencil, which before 25 April was used by PIDE to censor

t exts.

This puppet's costune is structured in paper, with the puppet witing
on its own dress, a synbol of its personality, fragile paper that can
be torn, but can also be put back together.

The puppet's quality of noverment is simlar to that of a human bei ng,
creating enpathy with the spectator, with the child watching, with the
children who are part of the spectator's universe. It leads themto

t hi nk about freedomin childhood or its conditioning, caused by the



absence of freedom the lack of schooling, the presence of children in
arnmed conflicts. This sets the tone for a nore general narrative in
this artistic creation.

The concept of ‘heart-rock, heart-paper or heart-scissors’ that
notivates the narrative of the show is based on the metaphor of the
game ‘ Rock, Paper and Scissors’. It reflects the defense and adaptation
mechani smthat children adopt in response to traumatic contexts, and
can evolve froma ‘paper-heart’ (fragile and vulnerable) to a ‘rock-
heart’ (hard and insensitive) or a ‘scissor-heart’ (aggressive and

dom nant), depending on the nature of the environment and the pressure
t hey are under.

This artistic approach, which uses the puppet itself as a vehicle for
the nmessage, nmakes it possible to tackle serious and delicate thenes
with subtlety and poetry.

Al ma becones a living, tangible synbol of the struggle of thousands of
children for the right to freedom education, and protection from

vi ol ence and i njustice.

CONTEXT

Alma is inspired in a Palestinian girl of the same name who energes
fromthe rubbl e of her bonbed-out house, asking for her famly to be
saved first.



PROPER CARE - GENERAL CONSI DERATI ONS

- Objects must be shielded fromdirect sunlight at all tinmes to prevent
WV damage and fadi ng.

- Maintain a stable environnent; avoid exposure to high humdity or
rapi d noi sture fluctuations.

- A strict no-touch policy is in effect for both the public and
curatorial staff to prevent oil and acid transfer.

- Aut hori zed handl ers nust wear appropriate archival gloves whenever
contact is necessary.

- Visitors and staff are permitted to take photographs and vi deos for
personal use only.

- The use of flash is strictly prohibited to protect |ight-sensitive
material s.

- No captured inagery nmay be used to produce sal eabl e goods, such as
post cards, books, or nerchandi se.

- Wheel s or casters attached to objects are for on-stage positioning
only and are not for general transport.

- (njects nust be noved using a secondary dolly or professiona

equi prrent rather than their own casters.

- No food, liquids, or snmoking are permtted within the i mredi ate
vicinity of the objects.

- No cleaning agents, polishes, or dusters should be applied to the
obj ects except by authorized conservation staff.

- (njects nust be displayed on stable, |evel surfaces and secured
agai nst accidental tipping or vibration.

- Display areas must be nonitored by staff or canera surveillance at
all tines during public hours.

- Any accidental contact, change in condition, or environnental spike
must be reported to the lender within 24 hours.

- Maintain controlled tenperatures between 18-22°C to prevent therma
damage to materi al s.

- Ensure adequate ventilation without direct air currents that could
cause dust or environnmental fluctuations.

- Conduct regular conservation inspections and docunment any changes in
the condition of objects.

- In case of emergency, follow established evacuati on and obj ect
protection protocols.
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